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From the pastor 

 

 

Rev. Drew Travis 

 Weird times we’re in right now. Just 
weird. I must admit that I’ve been scared 
some these past many days. There. I said it: 
I’ve been scared. Or, maybe I should say that 
I’ve been worried. No, I think it’s more than 
that. I am worried, but I also have some fear 
about what is going on. I don’t think that’s  
unreasonable. I’ve always figured that God 
gave us the full range of emotions and expects 
us to experience and know them for ourselves. 
I think the trick is not being undone by our 
emotions, not allowing our emotions to      
control us without reason. If that’s the case, 
I’m not afraid to be afraid. 

“Fear not!” Those words are used many 
times in the scriptures. They are often used in 
connection with Jesus and his appearances. 
The angel tells the shepherds not to fear when 
they are told that the Messiah has been born. 
(Lk. 2.10) Jesus calms the fears of the          
disciples when they see him on the waters and 
assume he is a ghost. (Mt. 14.27) At the tomb 
on Easter morning, the angel tells the women 
not to be afraid. (Mt. 28.5) God is present to 
calm our fears but God acknowledges that 
there are things in this world of which to be 
afraid. God is honest with us.   

Don’t forget that God comes to us – as 
one of us – in Jesus Christ. Jesus knows the 
human experience. In fact, “Jesus 
wept.” (John 11.35) That’s the way the King 
James Version renders it. It’s the shortest 
verse in the Bible, at least in the English when 
translated this way. The New Revised     
Standard translates it as “Jesus began to 
weep.” You’ll find many variations on a theme 
if you consult different translations. No     
matter how the verse is translated, it              
expresses much. It is a reminder that the one 
we call Savior felt what we felt. It’s the          
account of the death of Jesus’ friend, Lazarus. 
When Jesus sees Lazarus’ sisters and others 
crying at  Lazarus’ demise, he cries with them. 
Seeing Mary and Martha hurting causes Jesus 
to feel for them and to express his own sense 
of loss at Lazarus’ death. This man Jesus felt 
human emotion and he cried. He is there with 

us in our fear and he is present with us when we 
hurt because he knows the feeling.  

The constant barrage of news stories and 
information about the corona virus these past 
weeks, amid the warnings to be careful and the 
alterations in our regular patterns of living, is 
enough to make us fearful. I get that. I feel that. 
But I also trust that we’re not in this alone. In the 
words of the familiar creed: “We are not alone, 
we live in God’s world.” Those words have        
become a mantra to me in recent days. I repeat 
them as I go through my day and they have 
calmed my fears and have instilled in me the 
abiding hope and promise that we’ll emerge well 
on the other side of this pandemic. God says so 
and it’s God’s world. I trust that. 

As we go through these different and 
sometimes difficult days together, be reminded 
that we are not alone. You are not alone. God is 
with you and so are God’s people. “Fear not!” the 
angels say. Listen to the angels. And if you need 
something or someone, call us. Brenda and I are 
here for you – and 300 fellow church members 
are ready to help, also. Care well for yourselves 
and care well for one another. We’ve got this 
thing and God is with us. 
 
See you Sunday – online, 
 
Drew 

Join us for worship online each Sunday 

on Facebook or Youtube.  You may access 

our website www.fpcgranbury.org . 

Call the church office if you have needs 

817-573-2337. 



Congregational Care 
 
 

Annelle Teal, elder 
806-736-0158 

tealad@sbcglobal.net 

  

APRIL Prayer of the month 
 

 Father, in this time of turmoil and transition remind us 
you are eternal and unchanging.  Your love and salvation for 
us was fixed in place by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ whose 
life, death and resurrection gave us a way back to you and 
allowed we who believe and try daily to be embraced   
wholly by you and forgiven of our sins.  We know that you 
love all mankind whether they are "good" or not. Remind 
us, we cannot judge the heart of another.  Keep fear and 
upset from us all as we attempt to live moment by moment 
in your presence.  Let us find things to do with our time that 
are worthy of you. 

 Father, we pray for those who are ill.  Bring them your 
strength and courage.  We pray for caregivers and first    
responders who are stretched thin and worn.  Keep them 
healthy.  Let them feel your warmth and our gratitude for 
their sacrifices.  We pray for families and people alone that 
they are given what is needed to survive this crises.  Let all 
who can serve do so in generosity and kindness.  Let us act 
as disciples of you and be worthy of your great, abiding 
love.   

 We pray for our representatives and ask that your will 
guide them to act in our best interest and not their 
own.  We know you always bring good from adversity.     
Always. Always. Always. We are never separated from your 
love of us.  Let us be deserving of that love and find the 
highest and best way to serve you and your creation.  You 
are always victorious and we trust in you. 

 Bless our church, it's leaders and congregation as we 
struggle in our loss of the familiar ways of worship and let 
us know we are flexible and capable of adapting to new and 
different. We have only to look at your creations to see   
infinite variety.  Remind us we are your creation and        
capable of adapting and changing.  Bend our will to yours so 
that none will say they cannot change.  We need all to     
survive together and pray it will be so. 

 

In Christ's name.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Month 

Pat Collins 

Prayer chain coordinator 

huhwhat777@att.net  

To our congregation, if you know of anyone who would appreciate a visit, please let Annelle Teal or 
the church office know of your concern. Thank you!  

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY! 

STAYING HOME?  

Are you staying home because of a weakened immune system 
or concerns about the COVID-19 virus? We have volunteers 
who will pick up curb-side orders from grocery stores or    
pharmacies and deliver them to your door. These are available 
by downloading store apps for your smart device. Please call or 
text Hannah Briese (817-558-7478) or Julie Dean                   
(318-751-8367) for help. 

If you would like to volunteer for this service, please let       
Hannah or Julie know. Together we can serve our needs. 

Care/retirement facilities and at home visits by Susan Younk 
have been suspended during the COVID-19 outbreak to protect 
residents. Her visits will resume when it is safe to do so. If you 
know anyone who has been isolated, please make the effort to 
contact them and let them know they are in our hearts, 
thoughts, and prayers.  

Joys & Concerns 

Our Church Family 

 Ed Smith broke a rib early in March and is at Harbor Lakes. 

 Arlona Herbel is recovering from knee replacement. 

 Wanda Moon remains at Harbor Lakes recovering from hip 
 surgery. 

 Ruth Garrett was hospitalized at Granbury Medical with 
pneumonia. 

 Stan Bowlin was hospitalized and in ICU at Harris Hospital 
in Ft. Worth. He is doing well. 

Our Extended Family 

 Rhonda Travis’s uncle, Joe Lackey, passed away February 
 29th. 

 Nancy Bennett's mother fell and broke her knee. She is in a 
 rehab facility in Massachusetts that has been locked 
 down and restricting visitors. 

 Our sympathy to Jane Seley on the death of her younger 
 sister, Suzanne Larsen, on March 16, 2020. "May she rest 
 in peace and rise in glory!" 



At care/retirement facilities 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury 
Mary Skinner 

Shirley McDonald 
 

Waterview at Lake Granbury 
Kathleen Moore 

Pat White 
Ted Dolan 

  

The Cove at Lake Granbury 
Eloise Pauli 

Maddie Reed 
Jean Teal 

 

Quail Park 
Ruth Garrett 

Pete & Nancy Pauley 
Marilou Schairbaum 

John Cheney 
Charles Basket 

 

The Oaks of Granbury 
CH Tubbs 

 

Congregational Care 
 

Annelle Teal, elder 
806-736-0158 

tealad@sbcglobal.net 

2 
Thomas Bennett 
3 
Jackson Briese 
7 
Deanna Haltom 
Mike Christopher 
8 
Earl Haberkamp 
Stan Bowlin 
9 
Benjamin Brownfield 
10 
Linda Nolan 
13 
Bill Brownfield 
Jeanie Smith 
14 
John Copeland 
Kelly Harding 
Margie Randles 

April Birthdays 

21 
Dolores Goodall 
Sallie Garland 
23 
Betty Werbung 
Shirley Crise 
24 
Mike Gulinson 
25 
Dolores Groom 
26 
Terry Worcester 
27 
Claudia Southern 
Linda Somervill 
29 
Lynne Schoeneman 
30 
Dennie Treat 
Jerry Long 
 

At home and/or  

receiving treatment 

Martha Ferrill 
Ed Smith 

Stan Bowlin 
Bill Lowe 

Jeanie Smith 
Jean Haight 

Edith George 
Warren Rutz 

April Anniversaries 

9 
Jim and Julie Dean 
 
14 
Betty and Ron Simpson 
 
16 
Don and Beverly Williams 
 
30 
Juanita and Kenneth Morgan 
 
 
 
 



Administration 
 

 
 

Roy Schoeneman, elder 
wrschoeneman@charter.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Record of Giving and Budget Need: 

Year-to-date (Jan – Mar 2020) Giving:  $205,355.05    

Year-to-date (Jan – Mar 2020) Budget Need:  $224,936.62 

Online Giving: 

As our church deals with the need for social distancing necessary for combating the spread of 

COVID-19, we are pleased to be able to offer online giving as an easy and convenient way to give 

your tithes and offerings using a debit or credit card or electronic funds transfer. The service, 

which is hosted by the Presbyterian Foundation, is easily accessed through the church website at 

http://fpcgranbury.org/give . You can rest easy knowing that the transaction is safe and secure, 

and your gift will be available to our ministry immediately. 

Or if you prefer, you can mail your tithe/offering to First Presbyterian Church, 202 W. Pearl St, 

Granbury, TX  76048. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Shanna Adkins at office@fpcgranbury.com or 

817-573-2337. 

Church Attendance Report: 

23 Feb:     150 

1 Mar:     157 

8 Mar:   147 

15 Mar:   94 

 

Please remember our church 

needs your financial support as 

our regular routines are altered. 

Bret Diedrich 

Dancing River 

3735 Ira E. Woods Ave. 

Grapevine, TX 76051 

http://fpcgranbury.org/give
mailto:office@fpcgranbury.com


Worship 

       Julie Dean, elder 

  juliebutlerdean@gmail.com 

The days we are experiencing are inconvenient, difficult, and maybe even scary, but they are also a blessing. 

They are a blessing because they allow us more time to be with our families, to spend time in earnest    

prayer and Bible study, and to re-evaluate our priorities. They also offer us the opportunity to lovingly share 

with others the hope, peace, and security they can find in Jesus Christ. May each of us remember to be 

thankful in ALL things and to count our blessings. Focus on the Lord and use this time wisely and you will 

find the fear, worry and anxiety will disappear. I pray you will have a blessed day!  ~copied Sandy Hastings 

      WASH & WORSHIP 

Here are some hymns and worship songs that one verse 

takes approximately 20-30 seconds to sing: 

 AMAZING GRACE 

 DOXOLOGY 

 BE THOU MY VISION 

 MORNING HAS BROKEN 

Or you can sing the chorus of: 

 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 

 HERE I AM, LORD (I, THE  LORD 

 OF SEA AND SKY) 

 HOW GREAT THOU ART 

 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN       

April 2020 Bridge Article  

Margaret Gulinson     

mgulinson@gmail.com    682-936-2312 (H)   214-868-7455 (C) 
 

Everyone enjoyed our March 13th program, “Backyard Birding” by Annie Yselton, Master Gardner.  We 

will enjoy watching for these beautiful birds and listening to their songs this spring!   

 

Our program was followed by a business meeting.  The Search Committee for new Coordinating Team 

officers was comprised of Ruth Gump, Kathy Long and Brenda Staples.  Ruth Gump, Chair, announced the 

officer nominees for the coming year.  Moderator and 1st Vice Moderator, Margaret Gulinson and Saunya 

Bishop will continue in roles for their second year.  Officers rotating off the Coordinating Team will be 2nd 

Vice Moderator - Emily Holmes, Secretary – Mary Hayden, Treasurer – Jamie Sanders, and Historian – 

Paula Jenkins.  Our slate of officers for 2020-2021 is:  2nd Vice Moderator-Patricia Luley, Treasurer-

Stephanie Mosley, Secretary-Beverly McKusick, Historian- Julia Hinterleiter.  Additional nominees may be 

nominated from the floor, provided the nominee’s permission has been previously obtained.  The      

election will be at our luncheon on May 8th.   

 

As you know, our PW events have been cancelled until April 4th, and possibly longer, due to the Corona 

Virus Pandemic.  The Rummage Sale, our biggest fundraiser, planned for April 3rd & 4th, will be                 

re-scheduled for a later date, to be determined. 

 

I hope all of you will fare well in this unsure time and draw patience and encouragement from our        

greatest source, the Word of God as found in the Bible.  Hope to see you soon as we do church together. 

 

 

Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 

hope from the power of the Holy Spirit.   

Presbyterian Women           Margaret Gulinson 

PW Moderator 
                        mgulinson@gmail.com 

    682-936-2312 (H) 214-868-7455 (C) 

mailto:mgulinson@gmail.com
mailto:mgulinson@gmail.com


Fellowship 

Linda Allen, elder 

lindaallen33047@gmail.com 

 

 

Fellowship Committee 

Fellowship with our fellow church members is like the glue that binds us together.  

It is how we get to know each other on an individual basis.  It is how we learn 

about our lives before we came to this church and the things that make us unique 

and special.  Because of all this, I am so sad that we must temporarily suspend all 

fellowship events.  However, the operative word is “temporary”.  This nasty virus 

will not determine how we gather forever.  As soon as it is safe to do so, we will  

resume our fellowship events, including our Small Group Dinners.   

On a different note, as members of the Long Range Planning team, Ruth Gump, 

Deanna Haltom, and I are looking at the changes that would need to be made to 

the kitchen in Fellowship Hall if/when the congregation decides to expand the 

building.   

FUN CIRCLE meets April 22nd at 10:00 AM with our Spring Style Show by Becky Barton of Stuff 'n 

Nonsense.  This will be followed by a Potluck lunch.  Everyone is invited.  

F.U.N. Circle 

Peggy Losher, 

F.U.N. Circle coordinator 



Membership 

Brenda Staples, elder 

Brenda@flytx1.com 

Exciting Things Happening in Membership! 
 

Exciting things are happening at our church with a very noticeable growth in membership. Last year we  
welcomed thirty new members! This year we have sent out invitations to forty-two visitors to attend an 
upcoming Membership Dinner. Originally the dinner was planned for March 24th, but it will now be       
postponed until the Session deems the COVID-19 health threat is over. We are hoping that many of this 
group will choose to become members of our church family! 

Our church is a very friendly, welcoming group. I hear this repeatedly from visitors and new members.  
Thanks to everyone for making visitors feel so at home in our church, even though it has been a challenge 
for us to not be able to shake hands or touch during this health crisis time. Hopefully a new date for the 
Membership dinner can be announced soon in the coming weeks. Stay healthy everyone! 

Associate Pastor           Rev. Brenda Church 

rev.brenda.church@gmail.com 

 Well, I don’t know about you, but I didn’t plan on giving up quite this much for Lent! It has been a remarkable 

Lenten season for sure. So, as we wind down this season of Lent, with all of the usual introspective thought, heartfelt 

prayers, surrender, and repentance…and complicated by the COVID-19 crisis, I can’t help but look forward to Easter. 

Easter is full of celebration, victory, joy, and unending praise for our Savior! I don’t think it’s a problem to look beyond 

Lent and beyond the unparalleled troubles that we are facing this year… into the joy of Easter. After all, Easter really is 

what our faith is all about!  

 Easter means that through Scripture and the Holy Spirit, God has given us a forward look into God’s plans. God 

has told us that the victory is already won. God has told us that heaven will be so grand that gold will be as pavement 

(or really probably dirt) is to us now. God has told us that we are loved beyond all reason and God has demonstrated 

that love through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and in that empty tomb.  

 God has not left us guessing about our destiny, even in the midst of a Lenten season full of isolation and social 

distancing and threat of disease. Since God has given us the end of the story, we have undeniable hope! So, even as 

we trudge along through hardships and difficulties in this unusual Lenten season of our earthly lives, we are able to 

stretch our necks and look forward to the perfect “Easter” of our eternal lives! The struggles are real this year…

unprecedented. But the struggles pale when we take a moment to look forward to all that God has promised us. Even 

now, we can celebrate God’s victory with joy and unending praise! Easter is here…even in the season of Lent, and the 

complicating reality of COVID-19! We are Easter people! Let us rejoice! 

 

        -Brenda 



Christian Education             
               Nancy Bennett, elder

                 nbennett0803@gmail.com 

During this time of reduce activities at 

church, here are some ways you can keep 

faithful in this season of Lent: 

 Clean out your closets and set things 

aside for shelters 

 Call or write notes to church members 

who are alone 

 Check out our website for services you 

may have missed.  Let the office know if 

you would like assistance with setting up 

streaming services. 

 Devotionals are available online as well 

as through our church.  Let the office 

know if you would like one mailed to 

you. 

 Read the Bible—the enclosed schedule 

will help you read it in 90 Days.  And let 

me know if you’d like to join a virtual 

group to study together. 

 Families should look for weekly emails 

with Children’s worship bulletins and 

other activities.   
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First Presbyterian Church of Granbury 

202 W. Pearl St. 

Granbury, TX 76048 

 

To: 

2020 First Presbyterian, Granbury Elders 

Administration, Roy Schoeneman 

Christian Education, Nancy Bennett 

Clerk of Session, Mike Gulinson 

Congregational Care, Annelle Teal 

Property, Derek Faulkner 

Fellowship, Linda Allen 

Long-Range Planning, Jerry Althouse 

Membership, Brenda Staples 

Outreach & Mission, Bianca Brownfield 

Stewardship, Jack Gilmore 

Ushering, Ruth Ann Collins 

Worship, Julie Dean 

If  you would like to receive a paper copy of the bridge please let Shanna know , 817-573-2337. 

If you are receiving a paper copy and only need the email version please let Shanna know, office@fpcgranbury.com. 


