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The Bridge 
First Presbyterian Church of Granbury                    

May, 2022 

 It’s amazing to me how quickly time passes. Seems as though it was only yesterday that we 
were in the midst of Advent and Christmas. Yet, as I write this brief message, Christmas was four 
months ago! Now we find ourselves fully engaged in Eastertide and our celebration is in full swing 
as we move toward Pentecost. The seasons of the liturgical year do come and pass quickly! 
 As we make our way toward the summer months when the activity of the church takes on a 
slower pace and we take a bit of a break from our routine, there are several events I want you to be 
aware of and to mark on your calendars. I hope you may make time to participate in each. 
 Saturday, May 7, is World Labyrinth Day. In honor of that celebration and as a way to bring 
awareness to our congregation about the spiritual practice of walking the labyrinth, we’re going to 
take special note of the occasion on Sunday, May 1. We’re setting up a portable labyrinth in the 
parking lot behind the Fellowship Hall and invite each of you to come and experience the practice. 
There will be sandwiches and chips and drinks to share. So join us after worship and learn a bit 
about labyrinths. 
 What is a labyrinth? A labyrinth represents a journey or path to the center and then back out 
into the world. It is not a maze – there is only one pathway moving in and as long as one keeps 
moving, he or she will find the center. It is the hope of the 125th Committee that our congregation 
may gift the city with a permanent labyrinth that will serve as a thank you to the community for the 
143 years our church has served in this place. We’ve begun talks with the city to build the labyrinth 
in one of our parks. Join us Sunday, May 1, to learn a bit more and to experience walking the  
labyrinth. We’re excited for this event. 
 Be sure to mark your calendar for the Annual Church Picnic on June 4. We’ll begin at 6:00 at 
Ann Mitchell’s (directions will be provided). The church will supply fried chicken and we’ll bring 
the fixin’s for a fine shared meal. This is always a great time to be together, to mark the coming of 
summer, and simply to share the fellowship of our faith community.  
 Speaking of summer, we will begin our summer schedule on Sunday, June 5, and follow that 
schedule through September 4. We will have one service each Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. This 
gives us an opportunity for ALL of us to worship under the same roof together. We’ve not had the 
opportunity to do that since before the pandemic. The Session thought it would be a good thing to 
do as we discover again what normalcy looks like around here. It will offer a little different pace for 
the summer months. 
 Lastly, I want to thank each of you for the cards and expressions of concern for my health and 
for the support you have given to both Rhonda and me in these past weeks. It has meant much to 
both of us and has reminded us how fortunate we are to do ministry in your company. I begin a 
new round of daily treatments next week which will require me to be out of the office quite a bit. I 
will work as and when I can and we’ll get everything done that needs to be done. The Session and 
Brenda will continue to be present as they have faithfully been during this past month. Hopefully, 
this round of therapy will be completed in the next 6 weeks and I’ll be back to full steam by early 
summer. Please pray for that to occur. And, again, thank you for your good care. 
 
See you Sunday, 
 
Drew 



Associate Pastor    
                                         Rev. Brenda Church  

                                                             rev.brenda.church@gmail.com 

1 Timothy Keller, The Songs of Jesus (New York: Viking Press, 2015), p. 365. 

I was just thinking about the Prayers of the People for Sunday’s worship (4/24…since we write 

these articles early). The Lectionary for 4/24 includes Psalm 150, the very last of the Psalms and 

the very last of the unique collection made up of the final five Psalms, which speak specifically 

about Praising God!  
 

Each of these Psalms (146-150) begin and end with the Hebrew word Hallelujah. Hallelujah is  

derived from the Hebrew word Hallel…which means Praise….and Yah, which is short for the divine 

name Yahweh (YHWH). The focus of these five Psalms, right here at the end of this gathering of 

150 Hebrew poems that we know of as the Book of Psalms, cannot be mistaken. The command is 

to Praise God. Praise God in the morning and in the evening. Praise God in good times and bad 

times. Praise God in sickness and in health. Praise God in childhood and old age. Praise God! 

In regard to Psalm 150, author Timothy Keller, in his excellent devotional, The Songs of Jesus, 

states:  

 “The psalms are, in the end, a miniature of life. Every possible experience, if prayed to the God 
 who is really there, is destined to end in praise…If we could praise God perfectly, we would 
 love him completely and then our joy would be full. The new heavens and new earth are  
 perfect because everyone and everything is glorifying God fully and therefore enjoying him 
 forever. So Psalm 150 gives us a glimpse of that unimaginable future.”  
 

Truly this praise thing is what we are called to do. The Westminster confession, which is a part of 

the PC(USA) Book of Confessions, begins with the question: “What is the chief end of man?” and 

the answer: “…to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” So, when we “Hallel Yah,” we honor God 

and fulfill the very reason we were created! 
 

As we continue along this Eastertide season, may we be found glorifying God…and in our  
glorifying of God, may we receive God’s joy…enjoyment…FOREVER. I invite you to take a look at 
the Hallel Yah Psalms (146-150). I’ll even leave you with Psalm 150, right here. 

 

Praise the Lord. 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2 Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 

praise him with the harp and lyre, 
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 

praise him with the strings and pipe, 
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
praise him with resounding cymbals. 

6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord. 

 

Blessings and JOY to each of you, 

Brenda 

 



Fellowship 
Linda Allen, elder 

lindaallen33047@gmail.com 

Outreach and Mission  
Bianca Brownfield, elder 

                           biancabrownfield@gmail.com 

We delivered 39 hams, 30 gift bags for children, 24 for dogs and 12 for cats to the housing  
authority residents and employees.  
 
We delivered 12 dog gift bags and 12 cat gift bags to the senior center to go out to the meals on 
wheels recipients.  
 
Thank you to all who helped package gift bags, and deliver the gifts. And thank you to all who  
support the work of our Missions and Outreach efforts through your specific donations, and the 
missions budget. 

Our annual Church Picnic will be on Saturday, June 4th starting at 6:00 PM.  It will be at Ann  
Mitchell’s wonderful ranch.   This year the church will provide fried chicken as the main dish.  The  
congregation will bring sides and desserts. We bring our food, lawn chairs, corn hole boards, etc. and 
have a fun evening.  We will provide directions to Ann’s place before the event.   
 
Finally, we will start our small group dinners at the beginning of summer.  If you are a new member and 
haven’t gotten to participate in these, they are a great way to get to know other members in smaller 
group settings.  You will go to a different member’s home every month and enjoy a meal with  
approximately 6 other members.  The size of the group can vary a little bit.  We take turns hosting.  The 
host can choose to have you join them in their home or at a local restaurant (Dutch treat).  Normally they 
provide the main dish, and the other guests provide the sides and  dessert.  We encourage singles and 
couples to sign up and if you feel you aren’t up to hosting, sign up  anyway!  We are flexible.  The sign-up 
sheets will be in the Narthex in mid-May and there will be announcements in church.        
 
Sound like fun?  We hope so!  Here is an easy recipe for a dessert worthy of bringing to a picnic.  (Hint, 
hint)            

Key Lime Pie 

Purchase a Graham Cracker Crust.             
Make filling: 8 oz cream cheese softened, 1 can Eagle Brand Milk  

½ cup lime juice ( you can squeeze limes or use bottled lime juice), ½ teaspoon Vanilla 
 

Use a mixer to beat the cream cheese till fluffy, then add the other ingredients and mix till smooth.  
Pour into the Graham Cracker Crust.  Put pie in the refrigerator for at least 4 hours or in the  
freezer.  You can put Cool Whip on the top if you like it or just serve it plain.   

 



  Congregational Care 
 

Susan Younk Kidd, elder 
susanyounk@gmail.com  

CONCERNS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

We mourn the passing of Diann McHaney, daughter of Tommy and Reann Mchaney.  

Drew Travis w ho has health issues.  

Ron Simpson as he w orks to regain his strength and ability to w alk.  

Dave Barnett as he deals w ith m ultiple health issues.  

Rita Hart as she deals with the effects of her  brain tum or.  

Maureen Walker as she com pletes her  recovery from  hip surgery. She is doing w ell 

and would love to have visitors at Courtyards! 

Carol Gadbois as she aw aits m edical treatm ent, trying to coordinate doctors.  

Claire Mitchell Copeland w ho has m ultiple health issues.  

Theda Deaver as she recovers from  heart stent surgery.  

John Stahlman as he recovers from  shoulder  surgery.  

Lorraine Schmitz w ho is at hom e under  the care of Hospice.  

Rick Caraway as he continues to recover . 

Marla Caraway as she deals w ith health issues.  

Donna Callahan w ho has health issues.  

AT HOME AND/OR  

RECEIVING TREATMENT  
 

Edith George, Ed Smith, Bill Lowe, JD Finlay, Dave Barnett, Rita Hart, Rene Metcalf, Sheila  
Higgins, Jim and Theda Deaver,  John and Karen Stahlman, Bill Wood, Sharon Wilemon, and 
Lorraine Schmitz. 

5 Richard and Mary Lee McCarthy 

10  David and Annelle Teal 

13  Hank and Pamela Wurtz 

18 Ed and Fran Smith   

22 Charles and Beverly McKusick 

2 Ed Smith 
3  Pamela Wurtz 
        Kim Sullins 
        Nancy Worcester 
4  Reann McHaney 
5  Scott Wylie 
7  Margie Reynolds 
8  Pat Luley 
10  Stan Metcalf 
11  David Teal 
12  John Briese 
 Julie Dean 
13  Lawson Allen 
14  Jean Haight 

16 Lou Ann Attaway 

18 Jimmie Johnson 

20 Carrie Young 

       Steve Wilmeth 

21 Becky Kubiak-Price 

25 Ruth Ann Jewell 

27 Elizabeth Chandler 

       Linda Reed 

       Paula Jenkins 

29 Brenda Hafner 

30 Jim Wallis 

23  Earl and Connie Darne’ 

27 Linda and Keith Nolan 

28 Jan and Marlin Massengale 

29 Doris and Carl Dinkel  



 AT CARE/RETIREMENT  

 FACILITIES 
 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury: Maureen 

Walker 

Waterview at Lake Granbury:  Ted   

Dolan, Nita Collinsworth  

The Cove at Waterview: Jean Haight 

Quail Park: Dolores Groom , John Cheney        

The Oaks: Betty W erbung     

Prestonwood Court, Plano: Linda Reed 

Town Village Crossing, Arlington: Linda 

Bowlin  

Rosemont, Humble TX: Betty Dean      

Martin Crest, Assisted Living  

 Weatherford: Dee Holt          

Bridgewater Memory Care: Bill Low e 

Lewisville Estates: Ed and Fran Sm ith 

Glen Rose Rehab: Ron Sim pson 

 SPECIAL BLESSINGS 

Congratulations! Tim and Susan Younk Kidd on the bir th of their  grandson, Asher  W illiam  
Kidd.  Born on March 24, 2022! Asher was 9 lb 5 oz.  and 21 1/2 inches long.  

Carter Malouf, great grandson of Carol and Garner  Davis, is doing w ell after  hospitalization 
from COVID. He celebrated his 3rd birthday at home.  
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for Reann and Tommy McHaney after the death of their daughter, 
Diann. We ask you to comfort them and their family in their grief and sorrow. 
 
For those hurting and in pain, we ask your blessing and your healing.  We also ask your  
blessing for the caretakers, struggling to help their loved ones with patience and  
perseverance. Give them strength for the days ahead and help them to feel your love and 
grace. In Christ we pray.  

Congregational Care Continued ... 

WE NEED YOUR HELP:  Ther e a r e times w e g et ca lls fr om member s needing   
transportation to church, doctors, or other appointments.  If you could help with this, please let  

Susan Younk know  (817 573-9153 or susanyounk@gmail.com)  or contact Gail at the church office. 

CONCERNS FOR OUR EXTENDED 
CHURCH FAMILY 

 
 Kent, son of Peggy Losher, as he recovers from  
multiple gunshot wounds. 
 CJ Cluck, grandson of Beverly McKusick, on his  
continued treatments for cancer. 
 Jim Dean’s parents and sister as they navigate  
multiple health issues. 
 Ruth Ray’s daughter, Michelle Ray, as she  
recovers from a major stroke. 
 Earnestine Sutherland, as she navigates cancer 
treatments.  
 Ukrainian family that has been part of Marla  
Caraway’s daughter’s life, as they shelter from the 
siege.  

F.U.N. Circle                                          Gloria Mitchell  

F.U.N. circle coordinator               

On May 25,  FUN Circle will meet at 10:00.  
We'll be planning the activities for next year.  

Come join us, stay for lunch and bring any meeting ideas you might have. 

June 5 through September 4   

Summer worship schedule:  One service on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

http://gmail.com


Presbyterian Women    
           Nancy Burks Worcester, moderator  
                                                       nancybw@gmail.com          

                 

This year's garage sale took in right at $3,000.  This money goes to fund projects in the church, 
scholarships to camp, gifts to graduates and many good charities about town.  Many thanks to our 
committee this year:  Linda Allen, Ruth Gump, Sherry Johnson, Beverly McKusick, and Stephanie 
Mosley.  Watch for the fall sale coming soon! 

New Presbyterian Women officers have been nominated.  Please pray for Connie Darne' and  
Brenda Hafner as they make their decision to join us.  Installation of officers will be Sunday, May 
15th.  
 

Please join us at our May meeting on Friday, May 13th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  This will be our 
annual election of officers.  Lunch is salad/sandwich potluck. Program is Overcoming  
Dyslexia and Dysgraphia. 
 
Eleven women will be going to Mo Ranch for Women's Conference May 20-22.  It's not too late to 
join us.  Price is $350.  We will be staying in the historic Nicolas Barn.  We request your prayers for 
traveling mercies, good fellowship, and a renewal of spirit in those who are going. 
 

Prayer of the Month 

          Wanda Moon Prayer chain coordinator  

             wanda1az18@gmail.com  

Dear Father, our wonderful, wondrous Father, 

 

Thank you, God, for the serendipitous events you arrange for our benefit that some people call  

coincidences. Even though it’s sometimes hard to do, help us remember to thank You in all  

circumstances no matter what they are. 

 

Thank you for the gifts of hunger and thirst that we may remember to nourish our bodies so they 

can continue the work of Your kingdom. Thank You for those among us who have been given the gift 

of music and are willing to share it with others, especially when it enhances our worship experience. 

 

Please comfort those who have lost loved ones, both beloved humans and beloved animals. Enable 

us to feel your comforting, loving presence during and after the grief which we must get through so 

as to continue the life we ourselves have until You come again. 

 

Please give us the courage, the right time, and the words to speak to others we encounter of Your 

love that helped us through the hard times we all get through only because of the  loving presence of 

Your gift of the Holy Spirit. What an exceptional gift! 

 

In Jesus’ precious name, 

Amen. 

  



Worship  

Julie Dean, elder  

juliebutlerdean@gmail.com  

 Date 8:45 11:00 
Combined in-person 

Total 
On Line 

Attendance 

March  3/27/2022     126 28 

April 4/3/2022 52 57 109 18 

 4/10/2022 73 62 135 34 

Maundy 4/14/2022   35  

Tenebrae 4/15/2022   91 12 

Easter 4/17/2022 63 121 184 26 

Worship Attendance—March and April 2022 

May Elder in Charge- Sylvia Hickey 

Scriptures to read for Sundays: 

May 1     Acts 9:1-6; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

May 8    Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

May 15   Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

May 22  Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 

May 29  Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26 

May 1     Com m union 
 

Take Note: June 5 through September 4   

Summer worship schedule:  One service on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Thank you to all who 

added flowers to the  

Flowering of the Cross on 

Easter Sunday. 
 

Christ is Risen 
 

 

 

Pictured on the left is Sabrina Brownfield, 

adding flowers to the Cross.  



Christian Education  
                                          Sylvia Hickey, Elder                         

sylvia.hickey1969@gmail.com   

Christian Education is such an important part of our church, our church worship and what makes a 
congregation become a growing community of faith. As the Elder over Christian Education, I’m 
quickly learning the different facets of my job and the need for the many parts that make up the 
whole of Christian Education. Our committee deals with Sunday School, the Nursery, Bible  
studies for both Men and Women, Vacation Bible School, our Library and more.  
 
Our congregation embodies the tradition of Christian faith and, communicates the meaning of faith 
to the next generation by the way we worship and live together. Education is not indoctrination, but 
teaching all ages how to practice what it means to be a Christian. Parents promising to be a child’s 
spiritual teacher; teachers living their passion for the Bible; pastors building up the body of Christ; 
our congregation providing communities for people to practice and grow within, are all parts of the 
process of educating for faith, an experience rich with opportunities to be, to know, and to live our 
faith. 
 
This time of year brings us to a great time and method to educate our children – Vacation Bible 
School. We have not been able to hold Vacation Bible School for the last 2 years, due to COVID; 
therefore, there is a lot of excitement about the decision to hold the 2022 VBS the week of  
June 13th – 17th. 
 
The CE Committee has previewed curriculum and with the direction of  Emily Graham have  
researched and selected “Passport to Peace.” “Passport to Peace”, an interactive VBS curriculum, is 
designed to help children make peace a way of life. Through worship and drama, Bible study, art 
projects, science explorations, music and active games, children will discover that there are many 
ways to live as peacemakers. Children will learn 20 peacemaking strategies, giving them tools they 
need to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  
 
With this announcement of Vacation Bible School, I need to step forward and ask 
each of you to become excited for this annual project to again be a part of our  
Children’s  education at First Presbyterian Church, Granbury. W e offer  you a w ay to 
learn about the curriculum and a way to see what area(s) might interest you by Googling: https://
www.christianbook.com/page/vbs/mennomedia-vbs/passport-to-peace-vbs-2022?event=VBS%
7C1000259   
 
And we need you to be a volunteer for the 2022 VBS! We have the 2019 Volunteers list and there 
were 28 volunteers. We will be calling each of them, but hope many of you will go ahead and call us 
to sign up. There are never too may volunteers  - adult and teens. Plus, if you have a child,  
grandchild or neighbor or friend’s child or grandchild who would enjoy attending, please start  
organizing your list of little VBSers for preregistration!! 
 
Have a great May – 
Sylvia Hickey 
 

God bless Louise Murray on her retirement! We love you! 

https://www.christianbook.com/page/vbs/mennomedia-vbs/passport-to-peace-vbs-2022?event=VBS%7C1000259
https://www.christianbook.com/page/vbs/mennomedia-vbs/passport-to-peace-vbs-2022?event=VBS%7C1000259
https://www.christianbook.com/page/vbs/mennomedia-vbs/passport-to-peace-vbs-2022?event=VBS%7C1000259


 

 
Since I was ordained and installed as the 
Elder in charge of the Christian Education 
Committee, I have learned of all the  
subcommittees that the CE Committee is 
in charge of. One of the most exciting, 
most talked about subcommittees is the 
Library!  

 
“What Library?” I said. But since January, I have viewed, listened, conferred, questioned, etc., etc., 
etc., and I now know – We Have a Library! We applaud Sheila Higgins for her previous work in the 
Library and she will be helping and advising, but as with all things, there comes a time for change. 
We have many members interested in the Library’s renovation, remodeling, updating, to make it a 
useable part of our Church and the benefits we offer our members.  
 
As we try to begin, it is obvious that this is no little task, and there has to be someplace to start! 
This is why I am coming to each of you. The first item on the “To Do” list which will make this an 
active project is to ask:  If anyone or any group or committee has used the present Library, as a 
place to STORE any books, education materials, anything at all, we are asking you (and your  
committee) to go into the present Library and claim it, pack it, box it, and mark the boxes, 1) then  
take them away or 2) place them along the wall. We can’t even get started with planning, until 
things are out of the way!  
 
I am asking that this be done no later than May 27th. After May 27th, any remaining “contraband” 
will be property of the CE Committee and may be thrown away. If you see obvious library books, 
magazines, study guides and materials, neatly on the shelves, just leave them at this time. CE will 
get to them soon. When you come, please check in with Gail in the Admin Building and then get to 
work!! 
 
Thank you for your help in untangling this wonderful area within our church. 
Sylvia Hickey, Elder, Christian Education  

This May!  
 
Compassion Camp Kids'  
Sunday School each Sunday at 10 am. The class 
is intergenerational, led by moms and  
grandmothers, for pre-school and school aged  
children. Join us in Fellowship Hall in the  
classroom with the red wall.  

Christian Education cont. 



 

 

Easter Remembrances and Honors 
        In honor of / In memory of    From 

           Chet Barden and daughter Debbie      Donna Barden 
 

 Dean and Tracy Treat and Delbert and Helen Dunn  Dave and Dennie Treat 
 

 Our Parents      David and Claudia Southern 
 

 Dale Sloan and Euel Faulkner      Derek and Vanessa Faulkner 
 

 Rev. Murray Travis and Carrol Lackey      Drew and Rhonda Travis 
 

 Stuart Bob Higginbotham      Joyce and Susan Higginbotham 
 

 Kathryn A. Thomas      Jay Thomas 
 

 Deborah D. Sykes      Tom Sykes 
 

 Our Parents      Rick and Marla Caraway 
 

 Honor of our grandchildren      Ken and Juanita Morgan 
 

 Our Parents      Lawson and Linda Allen 
  

 James (Jim) Butler      Judy Butler  

 Honor of Jim and Julie Dean  
   

 Woody and Sharon Moore, Harry and Jane Will   Scoash & Meg Moore 
 

 Winette Lovelady      Howard Lovelady 
  

 Sean Angus McMillan      Bill and Kay McMillan and Kim Durham 
 

 My wonderful Wife, Shirley Crise      Dan Crise 

 My loving parents, Elbert and Letitia Crise 
  

 Aimee Wallis Buchanan, our daughter who     Jim and Joanne Wallis 

 was a faithful  Servant to all she met on this earth  
  

 Honor of Dee Holt and Memory of Christi Norton  Jan and Marlin Massengale 

 Max and Peg Jewell, Oscar and Helen Zerfas, and   Max and Ruth Ann Jewell 

 John Henry Lyon  
   

 My mother Grace Neighbors      Gloria Mitchell 
 

 Donald Matthews and Dillon Simms      Jean Matthews  
 

 Our Parents      Tim and Nancy Bennett 
 

 Mack Rudsenske      Carolyn Rudsenske 
 

 

 Cliff and Theil Alexander,  Henry and  Becky Nolan  Keith and Linda Nolan 
 

 

 Richard N. Sanders      Debbie Sanders 
 

 My Parents      Pat Collins 
 

 A. J. and Ozell Allen      Larry and Priscilla Allen  

 J. Morris and Rosemary Phillips 
   

 Clark W. Lantz—I am remembering him with love  Barbara Goodwin-Lantz 

   

 



Stewardship
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First Presbyterian Church of Granbury 

202 W. Pearl St. 

Granbury, TX 76048 

 

To: 

To celebrate your birthday (or that of a family member or friend), and in  thanksgiving for God’s 

gift of grace, please consider making a gift of your own, in the amount of $1 for each year of your 

(or your honoree’s) life, to sustain the permanent endowment funds of the church.  

 

Please notify the church office when you make your gift that it is a birthday offering.  If honoring 

someone else, please so note.  If giving online, please provide this information in the “Notes.” 

 

 

   Any announcements for inclusion in the bulletin need to be received by Thursday noon.  

The Bridge deadline is the 20th of each month. 

June 5 through September 4   

Summer worship schedule:   

One service on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 


