The Bridge

First Presbyterian Church of Granbury
November, 2022

From the pastor

Rev. Drew Travis
revdgtravis@gmail.com

inally, we seem to be beyond the 90 degree weather and headed toward the fall! As I write

this, it is raining and the parched earth is getting a long-awaited bit of nourishment. It feels

good outside when I step out in the morning. I am indeed grateful when the seasons change

this time of year. All these clues are reminders that things are about to pick up around the
church as we rush into the last two months of the year. It’s time.

I hope each of you will take advantage of the many opportunities to be part of this wonderful
community we call First Presbyterian over the next couple of months. I assure you, there are many
events on the calendar.

On Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate All Saints. We will recall the saints who have entered
the Church Triumphant in the past year and will remember those who have been important to us in
our faith formation, who have served as examples of faithful living in our lives. It’s a moving service
of worship and a hopeful experience as we give thanks to God for the gifts of these lives.

November 13 is our Consecration Sunday. That’s the day we gather to worship and dedicate our
gifts and offerings of thanksgiving to God. Traditionally, we bring our pledges of gifts to church with
us that day and bring them forward during the offering. It’s an important part of our life together
and is always a moving experience in our morning worship. Following worship, we’ll gather in the
Fellowship Hall for a catered meal to celebrate with gratitude our life together. I hope you will
return your reservations for this meal when your packet arrives in the coming days. The church
covers the cost of the meal.

Granbury’s Night of Lights Christmas Parade is the Friday following Thanksgiving, November
25. Many of our members and our neighbors will gather in front of the Administration Building to
view the parade and to be present when the lights are turned on around the square. It’s a wonderful
way to begin the Christmas Season. We’ll serve hot chocolate and enjoy the warmth of the occasion
together.

The choir will present its annual Christias Cantata during morning worship on Sunday,
December 11. The choir works hard to deliver this musical offering and it is always a joyous and
worshipful experience as we move through the Advent Season together and head toward Christmas.
You will want to be present.

Our Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion service will take place at 7:00 pm on Christmas
Eve. This service includes lessons and carols and a chance to slow down and take in the beauty of
our candlelit sanctuary on the eve before our Lord’s birth. For me, this service of worship officially
launches Christmas and opens our hearts to the reality of God’s love shown us in the gift of Christ
Jesus. The light really does shine in the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it. Christmas
falls on Sunday this year and we will hold a less formal worship service Christmas morning to
continue our celebration.

I hope you’ll mark these events on your calendars and plan to participate in all of them. They
will each enrich our experience of faith and remind us of the wonder of being part of this church
community. Be there.

See you Sunday — and a bunch of other times,

AV e

Drew




Worship

Julie Dean, elder
juliebutlerdean@gmail.com

All Saints’ Day, Sunday, November 6th
All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages have faithfully served the Lord. The
day reminds us that we are part of one continuing, living communion of saints. It is a time to
express our gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept the faith, for those who have taken the
gospel to the ends of the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the church to be faithful in life
and service, for all who have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in every nation.
We will be remembering,

Jim Deaver Ron Simpson
Martha Ferrill Mary Skinner
JD Finaly Barbara Sloan
Jean Haight Ed Smith November elder in charge
Peggy Losher CH Tubbs Terry Worcester
November 6th
All Saints Day
10:00 AM On-Line Attendance November 21, 9:00 am
October 2 139 20 Deck the Halls- NOTE THE
October 9 107 28 DATE HAS CHANGED
October 16 114 54 November 27- First Sunday of
October 23 105 46 Advent

DECK THE HALLS DATE CHANGE
We will now be decorating the church on Monday, November 215t at 9:00 a.m.
We need all the help we can get...men and women!

ealth Emergency Planning

Thank you to Hayward Moore for organizing and all who participated in the Health
Emergency Planning training. Everyone received certificates in CPR, AED and Stop

Hero’s aren't born, they are trained!




Stewardship

Dan Crise, Elder
dancrisel 3@gmail.com

ovember is a month for giving thanks and gratitude, both as Americans and as

followers of Christ. On the fourth Thursday of every November, we celebrate the

national holiday of Thanksgiving. Typically, Thanksgiving Day is a day when we watch

football games non-stop for several hours, overindulge by eating too much turkey and
pumpkin pie, and for many to develop their plan of attack for Black Friday shopping,

However, as Christians we also use Thanksgiving Day as a time to praise God and thank Him for
the many gifts and blessings He has given to each of us. When we grasp the magnitude of these
gifts and blessings, we cannot help but be thankful for His goodness and mercy. In giving thanks
to God, we are reminded of how deeply loved we are and that there is purpose in our lives.

Giving thanks to God is deeply rooted in many passages of biblical scripture. A prominent
example is “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give
thanks to Him; bless His name! For the Lord is good. His steadfast love endures
Jorever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5)

In our church, November is also the month when we joyfully celebrate Consecration Sunday as
the hallmark of our annual stewardship effort. This year’s Consecration Sunday celebration will
be on November 13th. This is always a happy and joyous occasion in the life of our church. On
that glorious day, we will all come together at one worship service in gratitude for God’s grace and
loving touch. During this special service, we will all have the opportunity as stewards of the gifts
we have received from God to demonstrate our love and thanks to Him by returning a portion of
those gifts as financial pledges to our church. These pledges will help fund our ministry and
mission for the upcoming year of 2023. Following the service, we will join together to celebrate
this special day with a catered luncheon at Fellowship Hall featuring a medley of pasta and sauces
finished off with cheesecake and a variety of toppings for dessert.

A package of information regarding Consecration Sunday will soon be sent to all our church
members and friends. Included in this package will be an estimate of giving card and an
invitation and RSVP for the after-service luncheon. Receiving this package before Consecration
Sunday will allow time for everyone to give prayerful thought to how much God is asking them to
pledge. Everyone is requested to bring their estimate of giving cards to the Consecration Service
to share in our time of offering during the worship. If that is inconvenient, feel free to mail your
pledge card to the church office. Also, please promptly return your RSVP for the luncheon
invitation and reservation so that we will know how many will be attending.

We hope to see everyone at the Consecration Service on November 13t at 10:00 am. Please mark
your calendar for this important date and time.

ROOTED IN FAITH
GROWING IN GIVING

GIVING IN GRATITUDE
TOGETHER



Presbyterian Women

Nancy Burks Worcester, moderator
nancybw@gmail.com

November 11
10:30
Fellowship Hall

Please join us as we remember Peggy's love of Rummage Sale
Fashion with our first ever Rummage Sale Fashion Show

Bring a Salad, Sandwiches or Desert to Share

WE NEED YOU TO BE A MODEL!

DID YOU BUY SOMETHING FROM THE SALE - THIS YEAR OR
ANY OTHER? EITHER SERIOUS, FUNKY, OR FUNNY! A WHOLE
OUTFIT, ONE PIECE, OR EVEN JUST HATS, BAGS OR JEWELRY

CALL NANCY WORCESTER 817-578-0478
CALL NANCY BENNETT 817-578-1827 TO VOLUNTEER OR
WITH A QUESTION!



But the Jas ofthe Qs 1s
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.

During the Session retreat, we examined how we glorify God and show the ‘fruit of the spirit’
within the works of our church. Each month, a different elder will write about his or her faith in
action and what is being done within his or her committee.

Long-Range Planning: Elder in charge - Terry Worcester

I began looking for what the Fruit of the Spirit means and what it means to Christians. Here is what I found
and it was a beautiful journey for me. I hope it enlightens you as well.

Christ said we are known by our fruit, so what is the good fruit to aspire to? The Apostle Paul mentions the
"fruit of the Spirit" that Christians should work to cultivate in their heart and mind. I understand Paul
wanted us to think like Christians and he made it simple by referring to what basic values we should each
have. I call these “basic” but really in each of their own definition, they should be called “essential” to our
Christian values.

Love denotes an undefeatable benevolence and unconquerable goodwill that always seeks the
highest good for others, no matter their behavior. It is a love that gives freely without asking anything in
return and does not consider the worth of its object. To me, Love is the purist of all feelings. It cannot be
measured or changed. In essence, it means you give your whole heart. You give your feelings easily, and
without compromise.

Joy is intense and especially ecstatic or exultant happiness, or an instance of such feeling. To me, joy is a
happiness that is uplifting to the soul and your present state of mind. So I take it that like "Joy to the World"
song would mean happiness to the world and all that is a part of it.

Peace is the absence of war or other hostilities. An agreement or a treaty to end hostilities.
Freedom from quarrels and disagreement; harmonious relations. To me, peace is the feeling that one gets
when everything goes right and your inner soul seems to be in good spirit and no pressures of any kind are on
one’s mind.

Patience is "slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity." The quality of being patient, as the bearing of
provocation, annoyance, misfortune, or pain, without complaint, loss of temper, irritation, or the like.

Kindness one of the most acts, I wish the world had more of. By definition it is the state or
quality of being kind; good will; benevolence; beneficence of action or manner. Giving to another and not
expecting anything in return. It comes from within our soul, it cannot be duplicated or summoned, it just
exists within us. I love this word and I would hope it defines me. There is nothing more fulfilling than an act of
kindness.

Goodness The state or quality of being good, in any sense; excellence; purity; virtue; grace;
benevolence. Goodness in man is not a mere passive quality, but the deliberate preference of right to wrong,
the firm and persistent resistance of all moral evil, and the choosing and following of all moral good.

Faithfulness I love this word and in its essence it is allegiance, attachment, commitment,
constancy, dedication, devotedness, devotion, faith, fastness, fealty, fidelity, loyalty. This word as faith alone
means to trust and pledge our heart to without having to see it with our own eyes but what we feel in our own
soul.

Gentleness Sensitivity of disposition and kindness of behavior, founded on strength and
prompted by love. Examples- The New Testament. That king, now come in the flesh, is "gentle and humble in
heart." ( Matt 11:29)

Self Control - Control of one's emotions, desires, or actions by one's own will. I would think biblically it
means: While we cannot control every circumstance in our lives, we can control how we respond to the
circumstance or the situation. Self-control helps us respond in the correct way that honors God and brings
Him glory.

I hope this article has touched your life in a positive way today. I hope it brings an awareness in a way that
each of these most important fruits of the spirit rest within your soul.

God Bless all and keep you safe.


https://www.dictionary.com/browse/patient
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/11-29.html

Outreach and Mission

Bianca Brownfield, elder |
biancabrownfield@gmail.com [}

In November and December, we will be delivering Holiday cheer to our neighbora at
the Housing fluthority. ‘We'll deliver food for Thankagiving, a Ham for Christmaa,
ddvent Calendars for children and Holiday ‘Word Search Puzzle Books for adults.

In addition, we will deliver Christmas Gift bags with a fuzzy blanket, comfy aocha,
anacks, a few practical items and we'll include a game for each family.

1 You'd like to donate directly to the gifts, there will be a box in the narthex in
early ‘December and youw can bring your gifta there or to the office:

e {1 chenille or sherpa throw blanket
e warm sochks (for adulta or kida)
e tin of popcorn (for the families)

In Mid-December, we'll have a festive gathering to pack up and deliver the
Christmaa Gifta. Keep your eyes open for a date and yow are welcome to join in this
lovely Holiday tradition.

Prayer of the Month P'<|

Gloria Mitchell, coordinator |
glomitch5300@gmail.com

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands, Serve the Lord with gladness
Come into his presence with praise! Know ye that the Lord is God!
It is he that made us, and we are his, we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise! Give thanks to him, bless his name!
For the Lord is good: His steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100

November is the month of thanksgiving and I've been thinking of things to be thankful for. God and
Jesus come first. We are very blessed to have such a wonderful church, awesome preacher and
congregation. I think Granbury is a wonderful place to live and although the leaves aren’t showing their
autumn beauty yet, they looked as though they were filled with diamonds today. Of course, it was just the
sun shining on them, but it made me thank God for the beautiful world he created.

I am sad that our congregation lost 2 very special members this month. But I am thankful that we had
the opportunity to know Peggy Losher and J.D. Finley.

Dear God, thank you for your love, our church, our wonderful preacher, Drew Travis,
our wonderful congregation, our beautiful seasons, and our special memories of Peggy
Losher and J.D. Finley. Thank you that you are always there for us, and we can go to
you when we have troubles, and you listen to our prayers.

In Jesus name, Amen




F.U.N. Circle T |

Bev McKusick ¥ =¢
F.U.N. circle coordinator

y goodness it’s November already. I didn’t even get my Halloween decorations up this

year and now it’s time for Thanksgiving. There are so many things to be thankful for. I

try to start and end everyday with saying my thankful list. Even if you had a really bad

day there is something to be thankful for. This month the FUN Circle group will be
working with the Deck the Halls committee. This will be on Monday, November 21, 9:00 am. Please
come lend a hand. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

Sewing Circle meeting this month will be on Tuesday November 15th. We are still working on the
banner but I also want to get started on cutting fabric for the CC Carryon bags. This will save a lot of
time when it’s time to sew them. So no sewing skills required so come join us. If you want to bring a
brown bag lunch we will begin the afternoon with lunch and work plan.

C C’S CARRYON’S

C C’s Carryon’s is an organization that supplies 1st night bags to
children that have been taken from their homes and placed in foster
care. Usually they have no items with them when they leave their
home. Unfortunately, this has been a bad year and their supplies of
the 15t night bags are very depleted. Our FUN Circle has supplied
them with 1stnight bags for several years. The FUN Circle will be
collecting items and making 1t night bags in January. If you are
out shopping and come across some great sales take advantage of
them. We have a spot in the admin building where you can drop
these items off if you don’t want to keep them at your house.

Items we will need for o to 12 months:
Diapers, Pajamas, Socks, Pacifier, Small soft toy/taggy blankets, Interactive toy, and Teether toy

For 2T to 3T:

The list is basically the same as above with the exception of pull ups instead of diapers. When
purchasing stuffed animals and toys please remember all of this must fit in a gallon size storage bag,
so think small.

The next group I would like for us to help with again is the 10-15 year old group:
T shirts, Soft shorts, Underwear, Socks, and Stuffed animals.

Toiletry bags:
Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Shampoo, Conditioner, Soap, Lotion, Lip balm, Flashlight,
Comb/hairbrush, Shower sponge, Nail clippers, and Emery board.

All of these supplies should be small. This is a good time to get rid of all the hotel bottles that you
brought home from a trip and never used. Everything should be travel size.

We will have more information as the time gets closer but wanted to give you the list so you can start
looking for items. Thank you so much for your support.




Congregational Care

Susan Younk Kidd, elder ;
susanyounk@gmail.com

— - —W'.‘,\}';’:

TO ALL THOSE BORN IN 3?
NOVEMBER

Happy Birthday &«

4 Bill James
10 Susan Higginbotham

11 Tom Sykes 4 Matthew and Andrea Kennedy
14 Juanita Morgan Robert and Lynn Silvestri

15 William “Allen” Hardin 10 Roy and Lynne Schoeneman
17 David Southern 22 Wayne and Karen Delyea

18 Gay Hanlin 28 Gardner and Carol Davis

19 Eva Zapata
21 Brenda Wilkinson

22 Richard Hicks AT HOME AND/OR RECEIVING TREATMENT

24 Jo Beth Ross Edith George, Bill Lowe, Dave Barnett, Rita Hart, Rene Metcalf,
25 Sarah Bennett Sheila, Higgins, Theda Deaver, Bill Wood, Sharon Wilemon,
26 Carolyn Stringer Lorraine Schmitz, Gardner Davis, Carol Gadbois, and David
27 Priscilla Allen SHERE.

30 Larry Walker

CONCERNS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Marina Kuyl as she receives treatment from a stroke, in rehab.
Jim Sanders as he recovers from knee surgery.
Gardner Davis as he battles multiple health issues from long-term COVID.
Dave Barnett as he deals with multiple health issues.
Rita Hart as she deals with the effects of her brain tumor.
Carol Gadbois as she awaits medical treatment, coordinating doctors and tests.
Claire Mitchell Copeland who has multiple health issues.
Lorraine Schmitz as she receives Hospice care at home.
Marla Caraway as she deals with health issues.
Richard McCarthy as he seeks treatment for eye care.
Ted Gollar as he awaits the results of an EEG to diagnose status of a brain tumor.
Bill McMillan as he deals with health issues.
Donna Callahan as she recovers from a mini-stroke and receives speech therapy.
Larry Walker as he deals with health issues.
Sherry Johnson who fractured her pelvis after a fall.
David Southern as he deals with health issues.

Terry and Nancy Worcester on the death of Terry’s granddaughter, Veronica’s newborn baby.

susanyounk@gmail.com) or contact Gail at the church office.

If you know of anyone who needs to be contacted for a care or concern, please email me at



http://gmail.com

AT CARE/RETIREMENT
FACILITIES

Courtyards at Lake Granbury
Maureen Walker, Sheila Higgins

Waterview at Lake Granbury
Ted Dolan, Nita Collinsworth

AVIVA, Granbury
Dolores Groom, John Cheney

The Oaks, Granbury
Betty Werbung

Prestonwood Court, Plano
Linda Reed

Town Village Crossing, Arlington
Linda Bowlin

Rosemont, Humble TX
Betty Dean

Martin Crest, Assisted Living
Weatherford
Dee Holt

Bridgewater Memory Care, Granbury
Bill Lowe

Lewisville Estates, Lewisville
Fran Smith

Granbury Villa, Rehab, Granbury
Marina Kuyl

Congregational Care Continued ...

CONCERNS FOR OUR EXTENDED CHURCH

FAMILY

Janis Thronton, daughter of Juanita
Morgan, as she seeks cancer treatment.

Kent and Lora Reeves, son of our beloved
Peggy Losher, recovering from gun shot wounds.
CJ Cluck, grandson of Beverly McKusick,
on his continued cancer recovery.

Jim Dean’s parents and sister as they
navigate multiple health issues.

Earnestine Sutherland, who is receiving
cancer treatments.

The Ukrainian family that has been part of
Marla Caraway’s daughter’s life, as they shelter
from the siege.

Bill, son-in-law of our beloved JD Finlay, as he
deals with throat cancer.

Joan Smethers, sister of Max Jewell as she
seeks treatment for lung cancer.

Miles, grandson of the Jewell’s as he tries to
get medicine approved for the severe pain from
gastroparesis.

Bonnie and Beth, friends of Judy Butler,
experiencing health issues.

Son-in-law of Pam Wolthoff as he recovers
from a bad accident.

Oux :z\ccpcsz‘ Condolences

We mourn the passing of our beloved members
Peggy Losher and J.D. Finlay. We pray for God’s
and peace for family and friends.

SPECIAL BLESSINGS:

Karen Fox, sister of Max Jewell, had melanoma removed and margins are clear.
Jane Seley had a spot removed and margins are clear.

Peter Garland’s eye surgery was successful.

Betty Werbung was able to return to The Oaks after a significant health issue.

For those hurting and in pain, we ask your blessing and your healing. We also ask
your blessing for the caretakers, struggling to help their loved ones with patience and
perseverance. Give them strength for the days ahead and help them to feel your love
and grace. In Christ we pray.



Fellowship
Linda Allen, elder
lindaallen33047@gmail.com

Our Flu Shot Clinic was a big success. The pharmacist from Ron’s
~ Pharmacy administered 40 flu shots and 37 Covid boosters. A big thanks
' to Nancy and Terry Worcester for helping us.

' Fellowship will be helping the Stewardship Committee with their annual
luncheon on Consecration Sunday in November. It will be a catered event. You can read more
about it in Dan Crise’s article in this newsletter.

In December, there is always a fellowship event following the Choir’s Christmas Cantata. This
year it is on December 11th. We are planning a pot-luck luncheon with everyone bringing soup or
sandwiches.

At the last PW luncheon, Jamie Sanders brought a dish that everyone loved. She kindly shared
the recipe with us. Thanks, Jamie!

ORANGE TAPIOCA FRUIT SALAD
1 pkg. tapioca pudding (not instant)
1 (3 oz) pkg. orange Jell-O
1 pkg vanilla pudding (not instant)
3 cups hot water

1 can mandarin oranges drained

1 can chunk pineapple drained

Blend hot water with tapioca, orange Jell-O and vanilla pudding. Bring to boil but do not cook
longer than that. (I stir mine several times while it is coming to a boil to keep it from sticking to the
bottom of the pan.) Cool.

Add oranges and pineapple and store in frig until serving.

Please remember to lock all doors, if you are the last person i
to leave any of the FPC buildings. For all our safety! E
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To celebrate your birthday (or that of a family member or friend), and in thanksgiving for God’s
gift of grace, please consider making a gift of your own, in the amount of $1 for each year of your
(or your honoree’s) life, to sustain the permanent endowment funds of the church.

Please notify the church office when you make your gift that it is a birthday offering. If honoring
someone else, please so note. If giving online, please provide this information in the “Notes.”

Any announcements for inclusion in the bulletin need to be received by Wednesday noon.
The Bridge deadline is the 20th of each month.

One service on Sundays
at10:00 a.m.
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