On October 15 we looked at the “Great Ends of the Church” from the Book of Order.

After the service one of our members said “I didn’t know the PCUSA had a mission statement
for the church.” That, my friends, is exactly the way to describe the “Great Ends.” They are our
Mission statement and have been for generations.

This is our reason for being the church:

o The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind.

o The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God.
o The maintenance of divine worship.

o The preservation of the Truth.

o The promotion of social righteousness.

o The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.

We have the tools, we know the job, and we have Christ’s promise that we can do it together
because it is what we have been called to do in the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Blessings,
Rev. Sherrolyn Weed
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There were 18 adults, 2 children, and 5 dogs
who braved the chilly weather for the
Blessing of the Animals
service led by Rev. Sherrolyn Weed, on

pets and farm animals; but life on earth.
20— O Ce=—eb

November 15t is All Saints’ Day. We will commemorate it on Sunday November 5th. All Saints’ Day is
a yearly reminder of our connectedness as Christians to the church. Maybe, you were taught to think
of saints as statues in a church building. The Bible teaches something completely different, to bless
ALL and acknowledge that each has a significant role. Who is a saint? If you are a follower of Jesus,
you are! God calls a "saint" one who trust in Christ alone for salvation.

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to

be saints together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours. 1 Corinthians 1:2).

We will be remembering those no longer with us, who have entered the Church Triumphant this past
year.

Juanita Collinsworth ~ Sheila Higgins David Southern  Edith George
Diane (Dee) Holt Betty Werbung Faith Goodman  Marina Kuyl
Brenda Wilkinson Kelly Harding  *Kenneth Morgan Madge Liscomb

We’ve taken playtime to the next
level! FPC Property at Fellowship Hall
had a wonderful playground installed.
s It comes with a slide, rock climbing
= wall, ship’s wheel, glider swing,

- toddler swing, belt seat swing, and
lemonade counter with stools and a

2 sign. Several of our children have had
the opportunity to enjoy it, and a few
adults as well! Soon the area will be
mulched!

A huge shout out to PW for
making a substantial donation to make
our playground possible.



https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/1-2.html

The Fellowship Committee has been very busy the last few months. Besides our
Fellowship, Food, and Fun events, we worked tirelessly on the rummage sale.
Judy Butler wrote a lovely email to the Rummage Sale Leadership Group, and I
would like to share it with you.

“The dust has settled, money counted, "leftovers" given to others

in need, mission coffers replenished, tired feet and bodies nourished........ was it just
one week ago??!! Since that last Saturday....I've had time to reflect
and ........ smile. I'm smiling and remembering how much fun I had, the many

"getting to know you” conversations that were shared among church members, all
the good cooks that graciously shared love from their kitchens. The many souls that
came through the door looking for a treasure, a good buy, maybe just a smile or a
comforting word.,, the number of gentlemen who made setting up and taking down
look so easy, finding my personal fashion shoppers, ...... My friends, I am most
sincere when I say, "my hat goes off to you!!!" Just think...in six months we'll get to
do it all over again!!”(Judy

That was such a lovely description of the rummage sale and why it is a blessing to be a part of it. If
you haven’t volunteered before, think about it. You will be glad you did.

We have another Fellowship, Food, and Fun event on October 29th at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Feel free to bring your favorite “Halloween Food” and wear your Halloween costume.

In November, we will be helping Dan Crise with the annual Stewardship lunch on November 12th. It
will be catered by the same family that catered it last year, so you know it will be delicious!
Thanksgiving is coming up so here is a recipe for a side dish that your family will love.

CODIE’S GREEN BEANS (she is my aunt)
5 cans green beans — drain beans in a colander and lay in a 9 X 13 dish.

In a small saucepan bring to boil:

1 stick of butter

2 cloves of minced garlic

1/2 cup brown sugar

3 T soy sauce
Boil until sugar is dissolved. Pour over green beans and mix well.
Crumble 6 slices cooked crisp bacon over the green beans (optional)

Bake at 325 till very hot. I have also microwaved this and also heated it in a large saucepan with the
sauce. Add the bacon later or omit it.



November is a month when we give thanks and gratitude, both as Americans and as followers
of Christ. Our national holiday of Thanksgiving occurs on the fourth Thursday of November
each year. This holiday is modeled on the first harvest feast shared in the year 1621 by the
English Pilgrim colonists in Plymouth, Massachusetts and the local native people. This
holiday is rich in legend and symbolism, and in the early years the colonists became
accustomed to regularly celebrating days of Thanksgiving with feasts and prayers thanking
God for His blessing of freedom from tyranny, end of droughts, and harvests of sufficiency.
This tradition has continued in our country from those early days until contemporary times
when American families come together to give thanks and celebrate with the traditional meal
of turkey, bread stuffing, potatoes, cranberries, and pumpkin pie, followed by the day long
watching of parades and football games.

s Christians we also use the
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Giving thanks to God is deeply rooted in many passages of biblical scripture. For instance we read
in Psalm 100:4-5 “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise, Give
thanks to Him; bless His name. For the Lord is good. His steadfast love endures
Jorever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”

November is also the month in our church when we joyfully celebrate Consecration Sunday. This
is the hallmark of our annual stewardship effort for pledging financial support for our church's
ministry and mission. This year’s Consecration Sunday celebration will be on November 12th. On
that glorious day, we will all come together at one worship service in gratitude for God’s grace and
loving touch. During this special service, we will all have the opportunity as stewards of the gifts
we have received from God to demonstrate our love and thanks to Him by returning a portion of
those gifts as financial pledges to our church. These pledges will help fund our ministry and mis-
sion for the upcoming year of 2024. Following the service, we will join to celebrate this special day
with a catered luncheon at Fellowship Hall featuring a medley of pasta and sauces. A package of
information and details about Consecration Sunday will soon be sent by postal mail to all church
members and friends. We hope to see everyone at this special service on November 12th at
10:00 am. Please mark your calendar for this important date and time.



Since adoption of the Emergency Preparedness Plan by the Session in June 2022, a lot has happened
in the area of Safety at First Presbyterian Granbury. This article will talk about our progress in
several different areas. Some of these have been mentioned in the past but may be new information
to our newest members.

OFF DUTY POLICE OFFICERS: On Sunday September 17th 2023, we had our first uniformed
Off-duty officer present for our 9 a.m. Sunday school and 10 a.m. main service. This program relies
on having officers of either Granbury PD or the Hood Cty Sheriff’s office volunteer for this duty
through their respective departments. In the event no officer volunteers for a particular date, then
we will not have an officer present on that date. Participating officers work closely with members of
the Safety Team to maximize their effectiveness, and it’s been gratifying to hear the positive
comments expressed to the officer by those departing services. Finally, funds to pay for this service
came through a generous contribution from a church member.

SECURITY FOR THE CHILDREN: Recently a hallway door was installed to enhance the security
of our children’s classrooms in Fellowship Hall. In addition, adults working with the children can
now communicate directly with safety team personnel via radio.

CHOKING PREVENTION KITS: The church recently purchased two kits designed to help
prevent accidental choking. Training on the use of these units will be conducted by the Safety Team
in Fellowship Hall immediately after the 10:00 service on Oct. 22 and 29th. All are welcome to at-
tend this training.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION: A practice Emergency Evacuation of the Sanctuary occurred on
May 21, 2023. This evacuation was an exercise to test a plan for the real event. We learned a great
deal from your wonderful cooperation and feedback. Thank you! We will incorporate what we
learned in our next practice drill.

The preparation for the evacuation exercise began many months earlier. A written evacuation plan
was developed by your safety team. Our own Terry Worcester, a professional in the field of fire and
emergency response, enabled the engagement of the Granbury Fire Department to review our
facilities and plan which resulted in the Evacuation Maps found in sanctuary pews. Clearly, your
continued interest, questions, suggestions, and comments are part of on-going preparation. For
example, if you have a mobility concern/question regarding your personal evacuation, we want you
to express that concern/question directly to a safety team member. Knowing specifics helps to do the
right thing for you in emergency situations.

EQUIPMENT: The infrastructure supporting our safety efforts includes a security room in
Fellowship Hall manned with trained personnel and equipped with a large screen monitoring 15
separate views of the church campus, a NOAA weather radio, multiple two-way radios used by Safety
Team members, Automated External Defibrillator (AED) machines, and Red Emergency Bags
located in the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, Memorial Hall, and the Administration building.

TRAINING: At the core of preparation for an emergency is TRAINING. In September 2022, CPR/
STOP THE BLEED training was completed by 14 members. In November 2022 a campus-wide
Threat Analysis was completed by the Granbury PD. Then in February 2023, CRASE (Civilian
Response to Active Shooter Events) training was provided by Granbury PD. As mentioned above, our
next training session will cover the new Choking Prevention devices.

CONCLUSION: Safety Team members wear a special yellow name badge for many different
Reasons, not the least of which is to be readily recognizable to worshippers. So, pick us out of the
crowd as we welcome your suggestions and/or questions. Yes, we all are on the team as we do our
part, play our role, and engage in this great fellowship of our congregation.
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ovember is a month of being thankful. October is always such a busy month that the first thing
I'm thankful for in November is that October is over HA HA! I love that we have a whole
month each year that reminds us to be thankful. If you’re not doing so already, try to make a
habit of starting and ending each day with a thankful list.

Normally we do not have a scheduled meeting in November, but we help with “ Decking the Halls “ in
preparations for Christmas. But we are going to do something a little different this year. In September
we made prayer beads, and we all had so much fun making them we want to make some more and share
them with our home bound parishioners. Even if you're not home bound and would like a prayer bead or
know of someone that would like one, please let me know 512-538-5966 so we can get an idea of how
many to make. We have scheduled November 8t starting at 10:30 in Fellowship Hall. Instead of
doing a potluck, I think we should take ourselves out to lunch at the new Mi Familia
location. We would love to have you join us.

RUMMAGE SALE: If you have not heard, we made $5,195.25. I want to give a big thank
you for all your donations. Thank you to all of you that brought us food. Thank you to

everyone that helped with setting everything up and helped with the clean up. I'm sending || &
big hugs and thank you to the tireless, or should I say tired, volunteers that worked that s

week on the sale. We cannot make this happen without your help, so THANK YOU! &
I;EWING CIRCLE: We are not having scheduled meetings, but we do have a couple of projects that we
will need to start working on, so keep your eyes open for a blast and Facebook notice toward the end of
October for a sewing circle date and time.




It’s the time of year that we are back in our Sunday School classes and moving towards the Holiday
Season.

Richard McCarthy continues one Adult Sunday School class which includes sharing a video,
followed by class discussion. Pastor Jimmie Johnson has finished the class on the Book of Mark and
they will be starting a new class after the Holidays. Our Children’s Sunday School continues through
the Fall with a focus on God in Nature, God’s Presence in our lives and spirit. Advent follows by
focusing on God as Light, Joy, and Love that comes with Christmas.

The Men’s Wednesday Bible Study continues using their study of the Old Testament; you are
welcome to come with a sack lunch any time.

Our Library is in full swing! We plan to include funds for a growing book supply in our 2024 budget,
so please send emails, texts, or just call and tell us any books you know that would be good for our
congregation to access. Also, if you need a small meeting room, please call the Office and ask Gail if
you could reserve the area in the Library. We can seat 6, or in the Pastor’s Study, where 6 to 8 can
comfortably meet or study.

There is a place for everyone each Sunday between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m., followed by our regular
10:00 church service. Before you know it, Thanksgiving will be here and next the Season of Advent,
as we focus on hope, peace, love, and joy, celebrating the birth of Christ.

Presbyterian Book Circle

All meetings are held in the Administration Building
All ARE WELCOME!

November 15 Leader: Gwen Clay

The Last Thing He told Me by Laura Dave

The instant bestselling mystery and Reese Witherspoon Book Club pick that’s
captivated more than a million readers about a woman searching for the truth about
her husband’s disappearance...at any cost.

. Please remember to lock all doors, if i
' you are the last person to leave any of the

One service on Sundays
at 10:00 a.m.

FPC buildings, for all our safety!
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p : Ha Birthd ‘ rIf you know of anyone who needs
' (3 g e to be contacted for a care or con-
MZ@% cern, please email me at
?@f) e susanyounk@gmail.com or con-
nnlversanes tact the church office by calling
10 Susan Higginbotham 817.573.2337 or emailing
11 Tom Sykes office@fpcgranbury.com.
13 Ll}/lyl.ene 1\/113016 If you need transportation to a
14 Junita Morgan doctor’s appointment, etc. please
4 Matthew and Andr'ea Ker%nedy 15 Allen Hardin contact the church office,
Robert and Lynn Silvestri 19 Eva Zapata Tim Bennett, Dan Crise, or Susan
10 Roy and Lynne Schoeneman 20 Janis Gould Younk.
22 Karen and Wayne Delyea 24 Jo Beth Ross We are pleased to help!
28 Gardner and Carol Davis 25 Carolyn Stringer -

27 Priscilla Allen
30 Larry Walker

AT HOME AND/OR RECEIVING TREATMENT: Dave & Julie Barnett, Carol Gadbois, Bill
Wood, Lorraine Schmitz, Rita Hart, Theda Deaver, and Sharon Wilemon.

WE MOURN THE PASSING: our members Kelly Harding and Madge Liscomb. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to these families.

THOSE WHO ARE MOURNING THE DEATHS OF FAMILY MEMBERS: Brittany Clifton on the
death of her brother. Junita Morgan, Linda and Keith Nolan, Janice and Les Ragonese.

RECOVERING CHURCH MEMBERS: Sallie Garland (stroke), Carolyn Stringer (fall and lung surgery.)

MEMBERS DEALING WITH HEALTH ISSUES: Gardner& Carol Davis, Claire Mitchell
Copeland, Ted Gollar, Larry Walker, Donna Callahan, Reann McHaney, Ann McLaughlin.

We will miss Paula Jenkins as she is preparing to move to Plano to be closer to family.

CONCERNS FOR OUR EXTENDED CHURCH FAMILY

e Adrian Barrios, 6- year-old family member of Jim and Julie Dean and Judy Butler, who has been
diagnosed with Leukemia.

CJ Cluck, grandson of Beverly McKusick, on his continued cancer recovery.

Jim Dean’s parents and sister as they navigate multiple health issues.

The Ukrainian family that has been part of Marla Caraway’s daughter’s life.

Joan Smethers, sister of Max Jewell, as she seeks treatment for lung cancer and Miles, grandson
of the Jewells.

Connie and Andrea, friends of Judy Butler, experiencing health issues.

Dave Kennison, friend of the Gulinsons, as he recovers from a series of strokes.

Terry Martin (Sylvia Hickey) as he deals with health issues.

Mother of Louise Deems, who is on hospice.

Brother of Jimmie Johnson, who had a heart attack and quad bypass surgery.

Brother of Gloria Mitchell as he deals with prostate cancer.

Sister of Jerry Long, who has breast cancer and will be undergoing more diagnostic procedures.


http://gmail.com

Congregational Care Continued ...
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AT CARE/RETIREMENT FACILITIES

Waterview at Lake Granbury: Ted Dolan; AVIVA Granbury: Dolores Groom, Lorraine Schmitz,
Town Village Crossing, Arlington: Linda Bowlin; Lewisville Estates, Lewisville: Fran Smith
Bridgewater Memory Care, Granbury: Bill Lowe
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We mourn the passing of our church
members Kelly Harding and Madge
Liscomb. Prayers of comfort and hope for
both of these families.

SPECIAL BLESSINGS: For those hurting and in pain, we ask your blessing and your
healing. We also ask your blessing for the caretakers, struggling to help their loved
ones with patience and perseverance. Give them strength for the days ahead, and help
them to feel your love and grace. In Christ we pray. Amen.

I love the different surprises that God shows us in nature.
There was an eclipse here on October 14. I didn't have the new
sunglasses for viewing it, but I used another way to see if.
(Letting the eclipse shine through a pinhole). And when I
turned around, I saw an even better view!! The eclipse was
shining around the branches of our oak tree, on the back of the
storage shed. It was filled with crescent shapes!

Dear God, thank you for the amazing sights we see in §
nature: sunrises and sunsets have beautiful colors
and so do rainbows. The recent eclipse and the
crescent shadows it created was unexpected and an
awesome sight.

God, it’s so very sad that so many people don’t know
you and don’t know how to live in peace. Please help
end the war in Ukraine and Israel.

In Jesus’ name, Amen

Church Library/Meeting Room is available to both adults and children. It is
located in the Administration Building.




Mission Spotlight: Granbury Housing Authority

Public Housing was established to provide decent, safe, and sanitary rental housing for eligible low-income
families, the elderly, and persons with disabilities. The Granbury Housing Authority (GHA) is committed to
promoting adequate and affordable housing, economic opportunity, and a suitable living environment free
from discrimination. The (GHA) is governed by a locally appointed Board of Commissioners (appointed by
the mayor) and funded by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). GHA
owns 100 units in duplex and four-flex styles that are intermingled in the neighborhoods located on the
following streets in Granbury: Crockett, Rucker, Houston, Travis, Thrash, Baker, Barton, Live Oak, and Mill.
Units range in size from efficiencies, one bedroom, two bedrooms, and three bedrooms.

FPC Granbury has actively pursued outreach to the GHA residents for approximately six
years. This past year we provided Easter baskets to all the children and hams to 48 families
for Easter dinner. In April, we took requests and prepared and planted flower beds for five
residents. In October, we coordinated with the North Central Texas Area Agency on Aging §
for a Benefits Counselor to come to the Housing Authority and speak to the residents about
the various Medicare programs and updates for 2024. Approximately 25 residents
attended the workshop. Following the meeting, the Outreach & Mission Committee
provided a light lunch for those attending. The presentation was very informative and
several attendees were able to speak to the Benefits Counselor about individual concerns
and questions.

As we approach the Holiday Season, FPC’s outreach to the Housing Authority will provide Thanksgiving
turkey and side dishes, along with an Advent Calendars for the children and puzzle books for adults. On
November 5, we will be holding a Wreath-Making workshop in Fellowship Hall immediately
after the 10:00 service. Please come and join us. I believe it will be a fun and fulfilling time. The
beautiful Christmas wreaths will be given to the GHA residents. Our Christmas gift to the Housing
Authority residents includes a ham, soup-in-a-jar, and a Christmas gift nag. If you would like to contribute
items for the gift bags, we will need them by December 10th. You can choose from the following items:

* Kitchen dish towels, dish cloths, and/or potholders
* 10 - 15 oz cans of mixed nuts

* Hot chocolate mix - (packets of mix work best)

* Popcorn tins

On Wednesday, December 13 at 10:00 a.m. we will be assembling the Christmas gift bags.
ﬂ We welcome everyone who wishes to help us that morning.

There will be a basket in the narthex to collect donations after Thanksgiving. If you prefer that we
do the shopping, we will also be grateful for cash donations. You may put your check in the

Sunday offering with a notation: Christmas gift bag. I cannot begin to tell you how many GHA
residents have expressed their thanks for all the things our Church does for them. It is truly
apprec1ated We will be distributing the Thanksgiving food on November 16, and the Christmas bags on
December 19. We do ask residents sign-up in advance for the turkeys and hams so we know how many to
buy. We are currently estimating 78 individuals, and 15 families with a total of 25 children.

Other Outreach & Mission News: The next Habitat for Humanity lunch is Wednesday, November 15,
2023. A sign-up sheet for casseroles, desserts, and salads will be in the narthex on Sunday, November 5 and
12. If you can help with this, you should have your ready-to-serve dish in the church office by 10:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, November 15. We will pick-up the food, serve the lunch on-site, and bring your container back
to the church office that afternoon. Thank you again for your support of this program.

The next Habitat for Humanity lunch is
Wednesday, November 16, 2023.
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To celebrate your birthday (or that of a family member
or friend), and in thanksgiving for God’s gift of grace,
please consider making a gift of your own, in the amount
of $1 for each year of your (or your honoree’s) life, to
sustain the permanent endowment funds of the church.
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